X                                                         PREFACE
seems to be most likely to provide the next successful experiment in federal organisation.
History moves quickly in our days. When this book took its final shape, in the first days of this year, the " New Order " was still in existence whilst, on the other hand, some concepts of post-War organisation discussed in this country were not yet so obviously refuted by historical events as to make it seem useless to devote some ^ chapters to their criticism. I feel that there is little sense in changing what I have written in 1945 and 194,3, for there is no guarantee that a text " up to date " in December 1944 would cover the conditions prevalent when this book reaches the reader. I desired to analyse pre-War historical experience, and to estimate the relative strength and prospects of social forces which continued to work through this war and will continue to work after it is over. If I have given a right estimate, the reader will be able to apply my conclusions to such concrete historical facts as will obtain when he reads this book. The " New Order " has gone; but the forces that supported the Quislings remain, and are on the look-out for a new orientation. The question of the eventual structure of post-War Europe seems to have been answered pretty clearly in the sense of the spheres of influence-pattern discussed in Chapter XVII. But I prefer not to drop it, as various alternatives within that pattern are still open, and will remain so for some years to come. Some questions raised in connection with the Danubian countries may appear less topical when this book is published, than a few years later, when the nationalist atmosphere of war-propaganda will have settled down, but the problems remain.
I owe Dr. K. Mannheim and Dr. G. Schwarzenberger many valuable suggestions and criticisms. Mr. Allan Leach and Mr. G. I. Glover have thoroughly revised the style. The librarians of Ghattam House and of the Society for Cultural Relations with the U.S.S.R. gave me every assistance in collecting the materials needed. I thank the Czech Refugee Trust Fund and the British Council, whose kind help gave me the material possibility of writing this book.
RUDOLF SCHLESINGER.
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